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In the attached sheets, any reference to the written opinion of the International Searching Amhoriay should be read as a reference 
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Basis oT this opi raon 



I. With regard to the 
filed 



i has betn estaMishexI <m the basis of the 



j pptitra&oa in the 



in which it was 



This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the folkmingjanguasr 

» *rfrirh is die language of at 

Ride 12.3 and 23.1(b)). 
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Box No. VII 



Certain defects in the international application 




1 



Independent claim 5 has not been drafted in the 



two-part form defined by PCT Rule 6.3(b). However, 
in the present case the two-part form would appear 
to be appropriate- Accordingly , the features known 
in combination from the prior art (Dl) should have 
been placed in the preamble (PCT Rule 6.3(b) (i)) 
and the remaining features specified in the 
characterizing part (PCT Rule 6.3(b) (ii) ) . 

2 Contrary to PCT Rule 5.1(a) (ii), the description 
does not cite Dl or indicate the relevant prior 
art disclosed therein. 

3 Claims 15 and 16 contain identical features. 
Therefore, one of these claims appears to be 
superfluous . 
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1. Sutra** 

Novelty lN T ) 


Claims 


2, 7, 9, 10, 12-14, 


18, 19 YES 






1, 3-6, 8, 11, 15, 


16, 11, 20 no 


Inventive stepUS) 


Claims 




YES 




Clams 


1-20 


NO 






1-20 


YES 




Claims 




NO 



1 This report makes reference to the following 

document : 



Dl: EP 0 303 576 A 

2 Dl discloses (the references in parentheses are to 

this document) : 



• a process for producing a thermoplastics 
plate with at least one polished lateral 
edge (see abstract and figures) by: 

o mixing a thermoplastic in an 
extruder, 

o extruding the plastic using a slot 

die to give a flat plastics web, 
o cooling and calibrating the plastics 

web on a calender roll couple, 
o taking off the plastics web 

(implicitly disclosed; see also 

column 1, lines 4-15) ; 

• the lateral edge of the plastics web is 
heated after calibration to at least 



WRrnrEN opinion of the 

INTERNATIONAL SEARCH INC AUTHORITY 



irt cmat ionot application No. .«c 

PCT/EP2004 / 012293 



Box No. V Reasoned statement under Role 43hts.t<aKi> with regard to mmdiy, wmcntire step or industrial anpUcafeffiivv 
otaltonsand explanations supporting such statement 

the peripheral surface areas are 
maintained at a temperature below the 
softening point by cooling (see column 4, 
line 59 to column 5, line 18); 

• a polishing device for a lateral edge of a 
thermoplastics plate with a guiding groove 
with at least one heating means in the 
front face and with at least one cooling 
means in each of the opposing lateral 
faces (see figures 6-8 and column 4, line 
59 to column 5, line 18) , wherein 

• a plastics plate which is guidable in the 
guiding groove abuts the front area (with 
its cutting edge) and the lateral faces 
(with its peripheral surface areas) (see 
figures 6-8) ; 

• edge machining system for a lateral edge 
of a thermoplastics plate consisting of a 
polishing device and a guide device, said 
guide device consisting of at least: 

o one movable slide for receiving at 

least one plastics plate, 
o at least one detent means for fixing 
the plastics plate on the slide, and 
o a drive device for displacing the 
slide relative to the smoothing 
device 



(see figures) . 
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2.1 



INDEPENDENT CLAIM 1 



Dl therefore discloses all the features indicated 
in independent claim 1. Consequently, the subject 
matter of this claim lacks novelty (PCT Article 
33(2)) . 

2.2 DEPENDENT CLAIMS 2-4 



Claims 2-4 do not contain any features which, in 
combination with the features of any claim to 
which they refer back, meet the PCT requirements 
for novelty (claims 3 and 4, PCT Article 33(2)) 
and inventive step (claim 2, PCT Article 33(3)). 



2.3 INDEPENDENT CLAIM 5 



Dl therefore discloses all the features indicated 
in independent claim 5. Consequently, the subject 
matter of this claim lacks novelty (PCT Article 
33(2)). 



2.4 DEPENDENT CLAIMS 6-14 



Claims 6-14 do not contain any features which, in 
combination with the features of any claim to 
which they refer back, meet the PCT requirements 
for novelty (claims 6, 8 and 11, PCT Article 
33(2)) and inventive step (claims 7, 9, 10 and 12- 
14, PCT Article 33(3)). 
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2.5 



Reasoned S tatement under Rufo 43bisJU)m wttn regard t» navelly. inventive step or industrial uppAk-abOilv; — ^ " 
dtatioBsaadt 



CLAIMS 15-16 



Dl therefore discloses all the features indicated 
in claims 15 and 16. Consequent ly, the subject 
matter of these claims lacks novelty (PCT Article 
33(2)) . 

2.6 DEPENDENT CLAIMS 17-20 



Claims 17-20 do not contain any features which, in 
combination with the features of any claim to 
which they refer back, meet the PCT requirements 
for novelty (claims 17 and 20, PCT Article 33(2)) 
and inventive step (claims 18 and 19, PCT Article 
33(3)) . 



3 



The industrial applicability of the subject matter 
of claims 1-20 is evident (PCT Article 33(4)). 



